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Museum, Cambr i dge, Mass. 

May I3th, 1897. 


Dear Will:- 

A line from the Museum may be welcome now that you have 
left it for several weeks. The type-writer has been moved out here and 
it stands by the window to the left of your desk. The trees are coming 
out finely and even the Magnolia has put forth a lot more blossoms. I 
can count thirty from the windovjhere. They must have been small buds 
when we had that cold snap. The apple tree in front of the small room 
is as magnificent a sight as I ever saw. It is like a bank of snow. 

The Painted Trillium flowers are growing larger every day. I didn't 
know that they came out so small at first. It is the same with the 
Cornus florida. The four white bracts are growing steadily,are getting 
whiter and whiter daily and soon will be normal size and color. 

Cypripedium spectabile is shooting rapidly. It is several inches 
high. It keeps even pace with the plants at the Botanic Garden. It is 
great growing weather for we are having nothing but rain now. 

I am always on the lookout for birds and I add a new one every lit¬ 
tle while. My winter work has given me a good preparation so that I 
have been able to name all the Warblers that I have seen so far. Each 
one has quite a distinct individuality. I have seen several Parulas 
since you showed me the first one last Sunday. I saw them at Mt. Auburn 
and in the willows by the pond in the Botanic Garden. Today I saw a 

pair of Warbling Vireos in the latter place. One of them had some 

Id-irC )' 

straws in his bill. A little I heard one singing in the top of a tall 

/V 

tree in the middle of the garden. It was my first introduction to his 
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song. Yesterday afternoon a Purple Pinch lit on a branch close by the 
Museum and and treated me to a most beautiful sons. 1 had never heard 
his full sons before. On Tuesday I saw a Humming Bird sucking sweets 
from the flowers of Pyrus Japonica in Mrs.Walcott 1 s garden. In a few 
minutes he lit on a branch and sat there for several moments and then 
only flew away when an English Sparrow lit a little too near him. 

I have just this minute been watching a Vireo gilvus on the tree 
in front of me. He has been flyins about from branch to branch tearing 
off with his bill fine shreds of the outer bark, till his little bill 
was quite full of them. Can he be building a nest on your place? That 
would be good. I noticed him or her doing the very same thing yesterday 
afternoon. 

I have finished Baskett's "The Study of the Birds" and I have tho¬ 
roughly enjoyed it. You must read it when you return. In speaking of 
regurgitation he says that the "Pigeon group is very peculiar even among 
this kind of birds, in that the young inserts its beak into that of the 
parent and finds there at first not half-digested food but a curdllke 
secretion, or, rathei^nore accurately, the thickened and "peeled up" lin¬ 
ing of the parent's crop. " He is very humorous at times and altogeth¬ 
er the book is very pleasing and instructive. It was so to me. 

I will drop you a line from time to time but you are not to think 
of answering. Let me do anything for you that I can 
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Museum, C ambr i dge, Lias s. 

May 18th, IS97. 


Dear Will: - 

I was very much pleased to get your letter, I can assure 
you. But remember you are not to feel obliged to answer my notes , for 
that was the understanding. What a picture of wood life you paint. 

19 eggs is pretty good work for even a Whistler I should say. May fish 
always come to your net. The birds arrived at your call, certainly. 

First about the garden. It never could look more beautiful. 
The glorious freshness of the delicate green pervades everything. 

The Halesia is now covered with a mass of the most exquisite white bells 
that look as if they had come from fairyland. The Iris is in flower and 
one bit of Azalea just north of the Halesia is a gorgeous piece of col¬ 
or. The Cypripedium spectabile is a little over a foot high, and I 
shall look for buds ere long. Everything is growing in the same manner 
and , if you are in a beautiful spot, be assured that we are too. 

I am adding to my bird list and I have now 65 species. The & 
other day I heard an Oven Bird singing in the woods opposite the Beaver 
BrooK Res. I tried hard to see him but didn't succeed. So this morning 
I made a special trip up there. For nearly three quarters of an hour 
did I follow the loud fleeting note. It was all around me but no bird. 

I walked softly, I crept, I sat. Occasionally a flitting shadow told 
me that the phantom was near. At last his strong clear song was very 
close. On hands and knees I crawled and soon I knew he was very near 
me. After peering about on every branch for two or three minutes, I 
spied the dear little fellow sitting motionless on a branch some fifteen 
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feet above the ground. lie was near enough for me to otTserve all his 
markings plainly. As I watched him attentively with my glass, he lift¬ 
ed up his head and poured forth his song,opening his bill at every note 
and giving his wings a trembling motion as long as the song lasted. It 
was a great treat for me. He repeated his song just about three times 
a minute, and while I was looking at him he sang twenty two times. He 
had sung I should say a half dozen times before I saw him. During all 
this performance he only once stirred, and that was when he moved his 
position from a back vie?; to a side one. When he did fly off he lit 
very near and immediately began to sing again. I suppose you have seen 
all this,but to me it had all the freshness of newness. 

In the same wood I say a Black-billed Cuckoo. He presented a 
side view so that I could see that both mandibles were black. Our friend 
the Dendroica virons was singing his drowsy notes all the time that I 
was in the wood. At the ’Willows the Veery was singing all the time that 
glorious song. I saw one of these birds the other day at this same spot. 
He was very tame and allowed us to get within six feet of him. I had a 
good chance to inspect him. A side view sho?;ed his breast spotless and 
very light. He was unmistake able. Liar yl and Yellowthrdats and Chestnut¬ 
sided 'Warblers were flitting about. They were in full song. A female 
Red-wing was sitting on a willow watching h<£r mate attack a too neigh¬ 
borly Crow, while the air was full of the melody of the Bobolinks. 

A pair of Redstarts are in your garden and it looks as if they 
meant to stay. Margie sends love. More anon. Ever /, 




v.-‘. . 


QMuttcis 






■•« 






■ . ■ / ** •'. * , 

• • 

. 








t< i-iXj • Ji*> JA V'- S A 


, . .. • ’» 

'• .. -t ■ ■ > 




i ' •- 


‘ A. 'I . - ■ v • -S I.' ' “ w * '* 




• 1 i . \ . V V'* , - 




<•{ • * • * r~. ■ I.**-,* ■ 




t i’l . 






r . v ■ • 

.. *•-’ ■ 


' , j. : 




■ ■ 

*t Xs.;. v • . ■ 


|v I 


. 


. - . , r .«■ T 

... '..- 'i- t. • ' V* ' ‘ 


I. r x? 


ii ; l rid D:‘ . 




CV‘ ‘ 










• .t A 






■. ■ • ' Jj't r. • 


Mi 


, j . '.v 


...i • 

















Museum, Cambridge, Mass. 

June 3rd, 1397. 


Dear Will:- 

Another line to keep iny hand in. There is nothing 
particular to record but all home matters have an interest to the dis¬ 
tant friend. The days glide by quietly withdut anything new. Every time 
I come down to the garden I find some new plant in flower. The Poppies 
are making a magnificent show. I never saw finer ones before. The 
Rhododendrons are also in full flower and of various colors, making a 
beautiful combination. The garden is pretty quiet now as regards birds. 

I see very few about. Indeed during the past week I have not added a 
new bird to my list. I haven't been out as much as usual on account of 
the weather which has been bad. I have tried hard to see a Dendroica 
striata, but I have been unable to get a sight of one. I am afraid they 
have about gone now and I must wait till the fall. 

One interesting observation I made yesterday in Mt.Auburn. I 
saw two English Sparrows with their bills crammed full of cankerworms. 

One was a male and one a female. Both birds were on the ground very 
near me,and with my glass I saw the worms perfectly. In each case the 
bunch of worms was as big round as the end of my thumb. One of the 
birds dropped two or three of the worms and I went to them and stooped 
down and examined them. They were true cankerworms. The birds both flew 
away in a straight line as if going to the nest. I saw the birds at 
different times. As the leaves have been coming out this spring,people 
have been much puzzled by the way the English Sparrows have been engaged 
in the treetops. They have been hanging upsidedown from the small 
branches busily picking away at something. Their behavoir has been so 
peculiar that even Mrs.Kettell was puzzled at first as to what thar bird 
was. It was suggested that they were eating the young fruits or samaras 
of the elms, but George thought they were eating the cankerworms. Now 
yesterday I saw at Mt.Auburn an English Sparrow on a low branch of an 
elm very near me,picking something off the worraeaten leaves. They were 
plainly cankerworms. A few worms were hanging down several inches below 
the leaves by their webs, and one English Sparrow flew out from the 
trunk of the tree and tried to x>oise like a humming-bird and catch the 
worms. It was really a funny.sight to see his attempt. He couldn't 
stay in that position long and soon flow back to the place he had left. 
What was he after? Of course the cankerworms. I lay stress on this 
as I believe it is asserted that the English Sparrow never under any 
circumstances does anything as beneficial as this. Perhaps however, I 
am repeating an old story and this is now well known. It v^as new to me. 

Margie is well and busy and so are Dr. and Mrs.Coolidge. Mar- 
was a little sick two nights ago, but she is about over it now. This 
cold damp weather is very trying to weak constitutions. I have sent 
Carrie and Lizzie a letter to which Margie added another, so they will 
get the news from Cambridge. 

I trust you are having good weather for photography. I shall 
be interested in the results you can imagine. x 

Sincerely yoxn-s _ 
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Whitefield, N.H., Sept. 1G, 1897 


Dear Will:- 

I was delighted to get your letter of the 10th, and I 
considered it sfr good of you to write with your time well taken up and 
your unfortunate infirmity in addition besides. I rejoice that you can 
get about as much as you do in your boats and enjoy the beautiful sur¬ 
roundings. The choice birds that you see constantly must be the great¬ 
est pleasure to you not matter how often you have seen them before. I 
have just had a line from Purdie and I am glad he is having such a fine 
time. Harry Spelman and his wife must be with you now. 

We have decided to break up here next week and return to Cam¬ 
bridge on the 23rd, Thursday. It is very desirable to get my aunt to 
Boston as soon as possible, for another attack may come at any moment. 
Margie has no cook and our house is closed, so that we are going to 
board for a little while till we are settled somewhat. It will seem 
rather strange, but is much better under the circumstances. It is hard 
to find a cook from here and there is nobody to do it for us. I shall 
pitch in and do what I can ere you return from the Lake. 

Margie and I are both well and I an d thankful to have got 
over an attack of indigestion that troubled me for a week a while ago. 
Yesterday I drove over to Jefferson with Fred and ascended Starr King, 
a noble mountain. It took us three hours to reach the top. The way is 
entirely through heavy woods and there is a good path all the way. I 
saw but little bird life. Juncos, Chickadees, Jays, and Black-throated 
Green Warblers were seen or heard on the mountain slopes, and near the 
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very top I saw a little Winter Wren hopping about abd chirping in some 
brush. I haven't my Guide Book here, but the altitude was considerably 
over 3000 feet. The summit of the mountain is a small granite platform, 
partly covered by a scattered growth of very small Firs and a few Red 
Spruces. A Red-breasted Nuthatch was flying about above the very top 
and alighting on the topmost twigs of the little Firs. It was an inter¬ 
esting bit of animation on the quiet summit. Directly above the summit 
and as far up as the eye could follow soared three Hawks, and as far as 
I could judge, they were Broad-winged Hawks. They were up a terrible 
height and finally they sailed off at a fearful rate of speed. About 
half way up the mountain we came upon a gigantic Fir, in fact a remnant 
of the primeval forest without any doubt. It was about 60 feet high ac¬ 
cording to Fred's and my estimate, and the circumference three feet a- 
bove the ground where the swell of the base stopped, was by cafeful 
measurement 10 feet, 8 inches. The trunk retained about this size for 
some distance up. The view from the summlt^was perfectly grand. 

Returning home as we were crossing Israel River a flock of 
Ducks, some twenty in number, passed close over our heads, working up 
the stream in a southerly direction. I would given anything for you tfc 
then. The prominent col&r displayed as they flew was pure white. Their 
flight was too rapid to allow of any detailed observation. But I do 
wish I knew what they were. Twice I heard a White-throated Sparro’W 
sing, first time for at least six weeks. The song lacked vigor. 

What a glorious September! Margie sends love. Ever 

















Mountain Cottage, Whitefield, N.II. 


September 23, 1897 


Dear Will 


Just a line before the type-writer is packed to return 
to Cambridge once more. We leave here next Thursday in a special inva¬ 
lid car. This car, I understand, is on the road all the time, being 

lr«. 

engaged by different parties. It will^side-tracked here on Wednesday 
evening, and we can get my aunt comfortably settled in it before the 
train comes along and picks us up. There will be eight/us on board. 

Yesterday I drove over to Lancaster and spent a delightful after¬ 
noon with Mr.Spaulding. We went over some pastures and through a piece 
of very beautiful wood. After having a fine view of a Pileated Wood- 
pecher on the trunk of a large maple, where he stayed some time, we 
heard one hammering on a dead trunk near us. Crawling along like wild 
Indians, we at last got in sight of him some 20 feet off and about 20 
feet up the trunk of a large dead birch. With my glass I could see 
every detail with the greatest clearness, and finally we drew nearer and 
nearer till we were delighted to reach the very foot of the tree. The 
chips were flying in great style, and I saw the big fellow open his bill 
and utter his wild cries by rapidly opening and shutting his mandibles. 
We watched the bird for fully ten minutes ere he flew. By that time he 
had worked his way up to the top of the tree where he sat brushing his 
feathers and looking round. Mr.Spaulding said that I had a most unusu¬ 
al sight. Certainly I was pleased, for I very much feared that I should 
leave Whitefield without seeing the "Woodcock". 

- o y <r ^ 


Sincerely 
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29th Oct., 1897 


Dr.R.W.Shufeldt, 

Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D.C. 


William Brewster, Esq.: 

New York City, 

My dear 3ir:- 

Your very hind letter of the 2Gth inst. is at 
hand. Doubtless before this reaches you, you will have received the 
registered communication I mailed you the other day. If it be not ash¬ 
ing too much, I beg you will open that letter as soon as you have this. 
There is a letter in it I desire you to see now . What I have sent is 
by no means a defense, but simply a stat e ment . It has been read and 
highly approved by Mr.Ridgway, who declares he will promptly resign from 
the Union, if this legal business of mine is brought before it. 

If I hear that the matter comes up, I am prepared to act here. 
This morning I informally advised Mr.Clarh Bell, the Secfetary of the 
Medico-Legal Society of New Yorh City, of which I am a member, of Coues' 
action, and he may possibly call upon you, and should he do so, you 
will find him a very courteous gentleman, and one of the best known 
lawyers in the city. It is ray special wish that you allow him to read 
in your presence the statement I have sent you, and then return it. Wh 
When Mr.Brewster coraes on, I beg you will let him see it, prior to the 
opening of the Congress, so he can be guided accordingly. There is no 
end of feeling here about the case, and this action of Coues' receives 
nothing save the strongest condemnation, Ridgway remarked yesterday 
that the Union alone can suffer from such unwarrantable interference in 
my private affairs. So I feel sure you will not deny my request, and 
.at. once inform yourself by reading what I have sent you in the registered 
letter. 

Faithfully your friend 

R.W.Shufeldt. 
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